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Dear friends of FOR Peace Presence: 

This past year was full of significant achievements for FOR Peace Presence, both in our work to 
defend human rights and the environment and within the organization itself. 

The peace process between the Colombian government and the FARC led to agreements on five of 
six agenda points. Nevertheless, communities, human rights and environmental defenders faced 
increased threats, stigmatization, and acts of violence. In response, our partners frequently re-
quested our presence. And we answered their calls by: 

 providing ongoing accompaniment, which helped to ensure another year of nonviolent re-
sistance in Buenaventura, one of the world’s most dangerous cities;  

 implementing initiatives to bring attention to the devastating impacts of unsustainable in-
dustrial resource extraction on human and environmental life; and  

 joining our partners as they celebrated gains for conscientious objectors to demilitarize 
their lives despite the military’s insistence to uphold obligatory service. 

Our incredible team continues to walk side-by-side our partners on the streets and in the field, 
bringing national and international attention to these pressing issues. 

Organizationally, 2015 was a milestone year for FOR Peace Presence. We completed our transition 
to a fully independent organization, including the creation of additional legal, financial, govern-
ance, and programmatic infrastructure. Together as a team, we built relationships with new politi-
cal allies, expanded our global grassroots network c, and are seeking new opportunities to foster 
an increasingly sustainable organization. 

Eager to build on our 2015 achievements and aware of the incredible work ahead, we are cau-
tiously optimistic for what 2016 will bring. The possible end of the armed conflict fuels hope for 
new opportunities and creates new challenges as armed groups reconfigure territorial control, 
foreign investment increases, and historical allies prioritize the implementation of the accords 
over holding the government accountable for previous abuses. In this context, we know that ac-
companiment will hold an essential role in guaranteeing the protection and continued support of 
courageous communities and individuals at the frontlines. 

As Executive Director of FOR Peace Presence, I believe peace is built and nourished on a daily ba-
sis in community. I’m honored and grateful to consider you part of our community and to count on 
your continued support as we work hand-in-hand with our partners to uphold human rights, de-
fend the environment, and challenge new manifestations of violence.                                                   

 

ANNUAL REPORT APRIL 2016 

    In peace, 

 
    Candice Camargo, Executive Director 
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Our Staff: 

Candice Camargo, Executive Director 

Liza Smith, Associate Director 

Maren Kraushaar,  Current Program Co-

ordinator 

Michaela Soellinger, Program Coordina-

tor through August 2015 

 
Our 2015 Accompaniers: 
 

Gale Virginia Stafford 
Kaya Marie Allan Sugerman 
Julia Schutt 
Nikki Drake 
Adilah Nasir 
Sophie Duval 
Robin Llewelyn 
Laetitia Sengseis 
Marton Dioszegi 

Our Team  

 

FOR Peace Presence accompaniers are 

made up of volunteers showing a demon-

strated commitment to and understanding 

of non-violent direct action, strong inter-

cultural competence, and knowledge of the 

human rights context in Colombia.   

FOR Peace Presence volunteers have var-

ied professional and educational back-

grounds, from journalists to lawyers to po-

litical scientists to neuroscientists, but are 

united in their pledge to bear honest wit-

ness to the Colombian conflict. 

In 2015, FOR Peace Presence celebrated 

our most global team ever, with accompa-

niers from Malaysia, Germany, Wales, 

France, Austria, Hungary, and the United 

States!  
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OUR MISSION  

 

FOR Peace Presence 

provides physical 

safety, political visi-

bility & solidarity by 

accompanying com-

munities & organiza-

tions that embrace 

active nonviolence to 

defend life, land, and 

dignity. 

In  2015, FOR Peace Presence provided 

391 days of physical accompaniment to our 

partners, and conducted 53 political advocacy 

meetings on a shoestring budget of 

$143,787.   

FOR Peace Presence in Numbers 
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 Gaining Physical Space 

 

Our team physically accompanies our Colombian partners at strategic meetings and for 

daily activities, working to dissuade any threats or violence in an increasingly worri-

some environment for human rights defenders. Our presence helps secure the necessary 

physical space for our partners to carry out their important work to defend and support 

communities and territory. 

 

 In July of 2015, community members of the Puente Nayero humanitarian space cele-

brated one year of nonviolent resistance in Buenaventura, one of the world’s most 

violent cities and also Colombia’s largest port city. In the face of deadly attacks and 

ongoing threats, this courageous Afro-Colombian community forced out and banned 

the illegal armed groups and guns that had controlled their neighborhood and daily 

lives for more than 15 years. In a remarkable testament to the power of this commu-

nity, Puente Nayero stands out as the only neighborhood in the area where none of 

the residents were killed during the last year. From the start, FOR Peace Presence 

was present to help make their humanitarian space a reality, dedicating five days per 

month to providing critical dissuasion to thwart violent acts. Our team was proud to 

celebrate this audacious commitment to peace, and we mobilized our global net-

works to share the story of the courageous position taken by the residents of Puente 

Nayero in a context of enduring violence. The community in Buenaventura provides 

an important and inspirational example of how the battle for land and resources in 

Colombia also devastates urban contexts.  

FOR Peace Presence physical accompaniment in San José de Apartadó. 
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 Throughout 2015, FOR Peace Presence maintained a team of 

two international accompaniers permanently in the Peace 
Community of San José de Apartadó. Our team accompanied 
the Peace Community as they carried out internal organizing 
meetings in villages across their territory, during weekly com-
munal work events, and to respond to emergencies, which in-
cluded the displacement of local non-Peace Community small-
scale farmers by neo-paramilitary groups.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In December 2015, FORPP traveled with the Inter-

church Justice and Peace Commission to accom-
pany the return of the Wounaan indigenous com-
munity of Unión Agua Clara to their territory. After 
being displaced by neo-paramilitaries, the commu-
nity precariously occupied Buenaventura’s sports 
stadium for over a year. Given the difficulties of 
living in the stadium, the community decided to 
return to their territory despite the Colombian 
state’s failure to provide the necessary conditions 
for a safe and sustainable return. We continue to 
accompany the Wounaan community and advocate 
for the necessary guarantees for them to remain 
safely on their land.  

 

“The human rights panorama is still worrisome due to 

the lack of guarantees for human rights defenders, 

and human rights violations continue increasing in  

Colombia.” 

 

– Juan Martínez, President, Communities Constructing Peace in Territories (CONPAZ)  

"Peace has no future, only the present. We do not build it to-
morrow, but TODAY, in the same way that  it is TODAY we 

build community." 

– Eduar Lanchero, speaking on the Peace Community of San 
José de Apartadó  
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Gaining Political Space 

The FOR Peace Presence team works hand-in-

hand with our Colombian partners to highlight 
our concerns for human rights with Colombian 
regional and national authorities, the diplomatic 
corps, multilateral institutions, and strategic in-
ternational allies. These meetings support the 
creation of understanding, legitimacy, and soli-
darity for our partners’ critical work to guaran-
tee the protection of human rights and the envi-
ronment. 
 
 As part of ongoing advocacy to support con-

scientious objectors in their efforts to partici-
pate fully in society, we celebrated together 
with ACOOC a significant gain in 2015: on 
February 27, ACOOC’s Diego Neira became 
Colombia’s first conscientious objector to 
graduate university in Colombia without ful-
filling the longstanding 
military service card 
requirement. In Decem-
ber, FORPP organized 
an advocacy breakfast 
in which ACOOC pre-
sented their work docu-
menting illegal round 
ups and proposals for 
alternatives to obliga-
tory military service to 
six embassies and the 
United Nations High 
Commission on Human 
Rights.  

 
 In March 2015, our FOR 

Peace Presence team 
helped facilitate the 
visit of the German and 
French Ambassadors to 
the Peace Community of 
San José de Apartadó as 
the Peace Community celebrated it’s 18th 
birthday. This visit was only the second time 

in the Peace Community’s 18-year history 
that Ambassadors themselves visited the 
Peace’s Community’s village of La Holandita. 
The Ambassadors’ visit helped to call atten-
tion to and underscore the importance of the 
Peace Community’s nonviolent resistance 
and emblematic struggle for the rights of 
small-scale farmers, despite an intense cam-
paign by local authorities to stigmatize the 
Peace Community. 

 
 In June 2015, members of FORPP accompa-

nied community members of the town of El 
Nilo to testify before Colombia’s Congress on 
the government’s obligations to create access 
to and recover rural land for small-scale 
farmers. Members of El Nilo valued our pres-
ence to help increase their visibility during 
political actions, while dissuading harass-
ment and hostility from military personnel 
when they return to their land. 

 

 In October 2015, FOR Peace 
Presence supported partner 
organization, Tierra Digna, in 
its public launch of two impor-
tant and long-anticipated re-
ports. The first report analyzes 
the social, environmental, and 
economic impacts of coal min-
ing in Colombia and the second 
report highlights the human 
rights impact of security agree-
ments between multinational 
corporations and Colombian 
army battalions. Following the 
launch of the reports, FORPP 
facilitated six embassy visits 
and collaborated with allies in 
Washington, DC to highlight 
the information shared in the 
reports and express our shared 
concerns over the devastating 

human and environmental impacts of corpo-
rate coal in Colombia.   
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Facing New Challenges 

In addition to sharing significant achievements 

with our partners in 2015, we also faced new 

and grievous challenges as we worked together 

to nonviolently stand up for life, land and dig-

nity. We continue to think strategically about 

ongoing and emergent threats, changing pat-

terns of intimidation, and about how to best mo-

bilize our resources to respond to those threats, 

protect our partners, and advocate to hold the 

government responsible for protecting human 

rights defenders. 

 

Through Thick and Thin 

2015 was a critical year for our accompaniment 

of the Tamarindo community. In April, members 

of ASOTRACAMPO celebrated their one-year an-

niversary as the Temporary Humanitarian Space 

El Mirador, situated in an industrial free trade 

zone. Throughout the year, our FOR Peace Pres-

ence helped harness the power of international 

solidarity to support the Tamarindo community 

in their struggle to remain on their land until 

they could be collectively relocated as small-

scale farmers.  

 

In March, we took an enthusiastic delegation 

from the Pacific School of Religion to Tama-

rindo, where they listened to the community 

members’ stories of struggle and resilience. 

Later, when the residents of Tamarindo faced an 

eviction threat, our allies at the Pacific School of 

Religion and many others in our networks in 

both the US and Europe reacted immediately, 

making phone calls and writing letters. How-

ever, despite ongoing regional and national ad-

vocacy and an outpouring of international sup-

port, in December 2015, the families of Tama-

rindo were evicted, breaking up the community 

that had fought so hard to stay together and 

earn their living as subsistence farmers.  

 

 

As international observers, FOR Peace Presence 

was present while the community was forcibly 

evicted from their homes. While we could not 

stop the bulldozers, we were there to deter vio-

lence and to assure the community that they 

were not alone. Possibly concerned about upset-

ting the peace negotiations, our team and part-

ners noted that the Colombian government was 

less responsive to political pressure to uphold 

their obligations to victims of the armed conflict 

and to safeguard human rights. The eviction of 

Tamarindo reminds us of the challenges that we 

will continue to face, and highlights the ongoing 

need for accompaniment in Colombia.  

 

We share the peace community’s concerns that 

lasting peace will not be built solely through ne-

gotiations in Havana, but also requires guaran-

tees for small-scale farmers and the demobiliza-

tion of all armed actors, concerns which we 

bring to the attention of national and interna-

tional organizations and networks. Additionally, 

the FARC’s unilateral ceasefire created a power 

vacuum filled by neo-paramilitary groups, the 

Colombian military, and other armed actors vy-

ing for territorial control.  
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 Reaching Out 

As a small organization, network-

ing and working in partnerships is 

essential to maximizing our impact. 

This includes sharing our stories 

from the field with national and 

international audiences and foster-

ing opportunities to exchange ideas 

and learn from our Colombian part-

ners and other allies. 

 

 We traveled to Guatemala for a 

meeting of International Ac-

companiment and Observation 

Organizations in Latin America 

where we worked with 10 

other accompaniment teams to 

analyze regional patterns in the 

changing contexts. 

 

 We hosted our second consecutive delegation with the Pacific School of Religion 

Changemakers Fellows in March 2015 to foster cross-border solidarity. 

 

 We co-organized a forum on international accompaniment in Bogotá to analyze the 

challenges, opportunities, and evolving context of accompaniment in post-peace 

agreement Colombia. 
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Looking Forward 
 

We excitedly welcome the end to Colombia’s 

armed conflict and actively seek to ensure that as 

the negotiations continue and as the country en-

ters a post-accord context, a true commitment to 

respecting human rights and the environment 

are essential to guaranteeing that the peace 

agreement has important and sustainable im-

pacts for all Colombians. 

 
Our goals for 2016 will enable us to stay focused 

and effective. Specifically, we seek to: 

 

 Challenge the ways that Colombia's military, 

and the militarization of the country as a 

whole, will continue after the peace accords 

are signed in 2016. 

 

 Accompany communities as they work to 

stay on or return safely to their lands, as well 

as advocate with them for their rights in the 

midst of expanding economic development 

projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Facilitate cross-border opportunities for Co-

lombian activists to connect with activists 

challenging state brutality, addressing cli-

mate change, and struggling for social justice 

globally. 

 

 We understand that peace is a process, and 

we will continue to support that process as 

we always have: standing alongside Colombi-

ans as they defend their rights and cultivate a 

brighter, more inclusive future. 

 
 

 

“What do we want in 2016? For the conflict to end, and with 

the help of FOR Peace Presence and the organizations that 

support us, to shine light on the very serious human rights 

problems we face. We want our community to thrive.” 

 

– Milton Morales, leader from the Nilo community 
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Join Us  
 

To donate, join our project as a 

volunteer, or get involved from 

your country of residence, 

contact:                                 

 

bogota@peacepresence.org 

www.peacepresence.org 

 

 

Income 
 

Individual Donations & Grassroots Campaigns: 41.3% 
Institutional Funding & Corporate Campaigns: 58.7% 

TOTAL INCOME: $141,798 * 

 
*Balance at the start of 2015: $7,187   

 

Expenses 
 

Physical Accompaniment & Political Advocacy: 67.3% 
Governance: 16.2% 

Administrative Costs & Fundraising: 16.5% 

TOTAL EXPENSES: $143,787 * 

 

Our Sponsors 

 

Appleton Foundation  

Individual Donations 

Funding and Spending 
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Mailing Address:  

3911 Maybell Ave                                                                                                                                         
Oakland,  

CA 94619 USA  

Physical Address: 

Calle 51 #9-69,  
Oficina 401                              

Bogotá, Colombia  

www.peacepresence.org 


